
First Week of Advent: Hope 
Leader: The light of Jesus is hope, faith, joy and peace. As we 
gather around this Advent wreath each week and prepare for 
the birth of our Savior, we acknowledge His light through 
Scripture, prayer, song and these candles. May we carry that 
light everywhere we go as His Missionaries. The first candle, or 
Prophet's candle, symbolizes the light of Christ’s hope for the 
world. It was announced by John the Baptist. [Light one purple 
candle.] 
ALL: Let our hearts shine with Christ’s hope for all the world. 
Reader:  John 1: 6-9 
ALL: Thanks be to God. 
Pause for silent reflection 
Leader: Good and gracious God, increase our strength and 
desire for doing good. Help us to reach out to those in need, 
and those who long for justice in our world. Give us a heart 
that is open to our baptismal call to serve all of Your people, 
especially those in need. We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

Second Week of Advent: Faith 
Leader: The light of Jesus is hope, faith, joy and peace. As we 
gather around this Advent wreath and prepare for the birth of 
our Savior, we acknowledge His light through Scripture, prayer, 
song and these candles. May we carry that light everywhere 
we go as His Missionaries. The second candle, or the 
Bethlehem candle, symbolizes faith. Mary and Joseph showed 
great faith in God’s will as they journeyed to Bethlehem. [Light 
two purple candles.] 
ALL: Let our hearts shine with faith in Jesus for all the world. 
Reader:  Luke 2:4-7 
ALL: Thanks be to God. 
Pause for silent reflection 
Leader: Good and gracious God, instruct us in your ways. 
Help us to walk in the light of Your ways as we reach out to 
those in need. Help us to build a world where there is no cause 
for war again. Guide us Lord, as we walk in Your light. We ask 
this through Christ our Lord. Amen.                                                                     

Third Week of Advent: Joy 
Leader: The light of Jesus is hope, faith, joy and peace. As we 
gather around this Advent wreath and prepare for the birth of 
our Savior, we acknowledge His light through Scripture, prayer, 
song and these candles. May we carry that light everywhere 
we go as His Missionaries. The third candle, or the Shepherd’s 
Candle, stands for joy. It was with great joy that the shepherds 
made known the Good News of the birth of Jesus. [Light two 
purple candles and one pink candle.] 
ALL: Let our hearts shine with the joy of Jesus for all the world. 
Reader:  Luke 2:16-18 
ALL: Thanks be to God. 
Pause for silent reflection 
Leader: All-powerful God, we wait in anticipation of the arrival 
of Your greatest sign to us – Your Son. In Jesus, Your Word 
took flesh on our earth. In these last few days of Advent help 
us to be fervent in our prayer. Help us to be kind and gentle 
with one another and with those we meet. We ask this 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Fourth Week of Advent: Peace 
Leader: The light of Jesus is hope, faith, joy and peace. As we 
gather around this Advent wreath and prepare for the birth of 
our Savior, we acknowledge His light through Scripture, prayer, 
song and these candles. May we carry that light everywhere 
we go as His Missionaries. The fourth candle, or the Angel’s 
Candle, stands for peace. The Angels’ message brought “peace 
on earth” to all who received it. [Light all four candles.] 
Reader:  Luke 2: 10-14 
ALL: Thanks be to God. 
Pause for silent reflection 
Leader: God of peace and justice, You faithfully lead Your 
people to new possibilities. Give us wisdom, understanding, 
knowledge, and strength to build a world where there is no 
harm or ruin, but only peace and love amongst all of Your 
creatures. Create in us hearts that strive for goodness. We ask 
this through Christ our Lord, Amen.  

Advent Wreath Prayers for Missionary Families 

PONTIFICAL MISSION SOCIETIES  
222 N. 17th Street Philadelphia, PA 19103 

MCA@archphila.org 

Dear Parents and Guardians, 
Pope Francis has entrusted the Missionary Childhood Association with the responsibility of assisting you in forming your 
children as Missionary Disciples. Through their membership in this Pontifical Mission Society, children learn about the  
lives of their peers around the world and join in prayer and sacrifice for children in need in the developing world. In this 
way, children respond to the Holy Father’s call to reach out to those in need on the peripheries of human society with               
the Good News of Jesus. 
 

I hope that these resources will enrich your family’s observance of the Advent and Christmas seasons. 
    

 

   
                                                                Monsignor Arthur E. Rodgers, Director, Pontifical Mission Societies  
 

Visit www.phillymissions.org for additional resources, including photos and stories from the Missions, World Mission                          
Rosary resources and prayers for blessing the Christmas tree and crèche. 

Archdiocese of Philadelphia 



Su
n

d
ay

  
M

o
n

d
ay

 
Tu

e
sd

ay
 

W
e

d
n

e
sd

a
y 

Th
u

rs
d

ay
 

Fr
id

ay
 

Sa
tu

rd
ay

 

3
 

Fi
rs

t 
Su

n
d

ay
 o

f 
A

d
ve

n
t 

 
 C

re
at

e 
a 

fa
m

ily
 A

d
ve

n
t 

w
re

at
h

. L
ig

h
t 

th
e 

fi
rs

t 
ca

n
d

le
 o

n
 y

o
u

r 
w

re
at

h
. 

R
ec

it
e 

th
e 

A
d

ve
n

t 
W

re
at

h
 P

ra
ye

r 
as

 a
 

fa
m

ily
 e

ac
h

 w
e

ek
. 

4
   

  
St

. F
ra

n
ci

s 
X

av
ie

r,
 

P
at

ro
n

 o
f 

th
e 

M
is

si
o

n
s,

 
Fe

as
t 

D
ay

, t
ra

d
iti

o
n

al
ly

 
ce

le
b

ra
te

d
 o

n
 D

ec
. 3

, 
b

ro
u

gh
t 

th
e 

W
o

rd
 o

f 
G

o
d

 t
o

 A
fr

ic
a 

an
d

 A
si

a.
 

P
ra

y 
fo

r 
th

e 
ch

ild
re

n
 o

f 
In

d
ia

 &
 V

ie
tn

am
 t

o
d

ay
. 

5
   

 S
p

en
d

 ti
m

e 
as

 a
 

fa
m

ily
 d

et
er

m
in

in
g 

o
n

e 
w

ay
 e

ac
h

 w
e

ek
 y

o
u

 c
an

 
sa

ve
 s

o
m

e 
m

o
n

ey
, 

p
er

h
ap

s 
b

y 
gi

vi
n

g 
so

m
et

h
in

g 
u

p
, t

o
 m

ak
e 

a 
d

o
n

ati
o

n
 t

o
 t

h
e 

M
is

si
o

n
s 

th
ro

u
gh

 M
C

A
. 

6
   

  
St

. N
ic

h
o

la
s 

Fo
llo

w
 t

h
e 

ex
am

p
le

 o
f 

Sa
in

t 
N

ic
h

o
la

s 
o

n
 h

is
 

Fe
as

t 
D

ay
. S

u
rp

ri
se

 
so

m
eo

n
e 

w
it

h
 a

n
 a

ct
 o

f 
ki

n
d

n
es

s 
to

d
ay

. 

7
   

 L
ea

rn
 t

o
 p

ra
y 

th
e 

W
o

rl
d

 M
is

si
o

n
 R

o
sa

ry
 a

t 
w

w
w

.p
h

ill
ym

is
si

o
n

s.
o

rg
 

Pr
ay

 a
 d

ec
ad

e 
fo

r 
fa

m
ili

es
   

   
   

 
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
  i

n
 A

si
a 

   
 

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

  a
n

d
 c

o
lo

r 
   

   
   

   
  

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

 t
h

e 
b

ea
d

s 
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

ye
llo

w
.  

 8
   

So
le

m
n

it
y 

 
o

f 
th

e 
Im

m
ac

u
la

te
 

C
o

n
ce

p
ti

o
n

. M
ar

y 
w

as
 b

o
rn

 f
re

e 
o

f 
si

n
.  

Sa
y 

3
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

  
H

ai
l M

ar
y’

s 
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
 

fo
r 

u
n

b
o

rn
  

b
ab

ie
s.

 

9
   

St
. J

u
an

 D
ie

go
 h

ad
 

th
e 

im
p

o
rt

an
t 

w
o

rk
 o

f 
sh

ar
in

g 
O

u
r 

La
d

y’
s 

m
e

ss
ag

e 
w

it
h

 h
is

 
B

is
h

o
p

 f
o

r 
th

e 
w

o
rl

d
.  

H
o

w
 c

an
 I 

sh
ar

e 
Je

su
s’

 
m

e
ss

ag
e 

w
it

h
 o

th
er

s?
 

1
0 

Se
co

n
d

 S
u

n
d

ay
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

 o
f 

A
d

ve
n

t 
 

 G
o

 t
o

 M
a

ss
 a

s 
a

 f
a

m
ily

.  
 

   
  L

ig
h

t 
tw

o
 c

an
d

le
s 

o
n

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
  y

o
u

r 
A

d
ve

n
t 

  
   

   
   

   
   

   
w

re
at

h
. R

ea
d

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
  

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

to
d

ay
’s

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

  G
o

sp
el

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

 M
ar

k 
1

: 1
-8

 t
o

ge
th

er
.  

 1
1

   
M

ak
e 

a 
C

h
ri

st
m

as
 

ca
rd

 f
o

r 
a 

te
ac

h
er

. P
ra

y 
fo

r 
h

im
 o

r 
h

er
 a

n
d

 f
o

r 
ca

te
ch

is
ts

 w
h

o
 t

ea
ch

 
ab

o
u

t 
Je

su
s 

in
 t

h
e 

M
is

si
o

n
 la

n
d

s.
 

1
2

   
 O

u
r 

La
d

y 
o

f 
G

u
ad

al
u

p
e

, P
at

ro
n

es
s 

o
f 

th
e 

A
m

e
ri

ca
s.

 W
h

at
 

is
 t

h
e 

st
o

ry
   

o
f 

 M
ar

y 
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

w
h

o
 

ap
p

ea
re

d
  

to
 J

u
an

  
D

ie
go

? 

1
3

   
 T

h
er

e 
ar

e 
m

an
y 

ch
ild

re
n

 w
h

o
 d

o
 n

o
t 

h
av

e 
fr

ie
n

d
s.

 F
o

r 
ea

ch
 

fr
ie

n
d

 y
o

u
 s

ee
 a

t 
sc

h
o

o
l 

to
d

ay
, g

iv
e 

a 
M

C
A

 
d

o
n

ati
o

n
 f

o
r 

A
d

ve
n

t.
 

Th
an

k 
G

o
d

 f
o

r 
al

l y
o

u
r 

fr
ie

n
d

s.
 

  
  

  
 1

4
   

 M
e

m
o

ri
al

 o
f 

St
. 

Jo
h

n
 o

f 
th

e 
C

ro
ss

, w
h

o
 

gr
ew

 u
p

 in
 a

n 
o

rp
h

an
ag

e.
 

G
iv

e 
u

p
 a

 t
re

at
 t

o
d

ay
 t

o
 

h
el

p
 t

h
e 

ch
ild

re
n

 in
 o

n
e 

o
f t

h
e 

9,
49

2 
o

rp
h

an
ag

es
 

ru
n

 b
y 

th
e 

C
h

u
rc

h
 in

 
th

e 
M

is
si

o
n

s,
 o

ve
r 

h
al

f 
in

 A
si

a.
  

 1
5

   
 P

ra
y 

a 
d

ec
ad

e 
o

f 
th

e 
W

o
rl

d
 M

is
si

o
n

 
R

o
sa

ry
 f

o
r 

fa
m

ili
e

s 
in

 
A

fr
ic

a.
 C

o
lo

r 
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

  
th

e 
gr

ee
n

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
  

b
ea

d
s 

o
n

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

yo
u

r 
W

o
rl

d
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
  

M
is

si
o

n
 R

o
sa

ry
 

sh
ee

t.
   

1
6

   
 L

ea
rn

 a
b

o
u

t 
th

e 

M
ex

ic
an

 t
ra

d
iti

o
n

 o
f 

La
s 

P
o

sa
d

o
s,

 
re

en
ac

ti
n

g 
th

e 
jo

u
rn

ey
 

Jo
se

p
h

 a
n

d
 M

ar
y 

to
o

k 
to

 fi
n

d
 s

h
el

te
r 

b
ef

o
re

 
th

e 
b

ir
th

 o
f 

Je
su

s.
  

1
7

   
Th

ir
d

 S
u

n
d

ay
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

 o
f 

A
d

ve
n

t 
 

G
o

 t
o

 M
a

ss
! 

Li
g

h
t 

th
e 

fi
rs

t 
tw

o
 c

an
d

le
s 

an
d

 
th

e 
p

in
k 

ca
n

d
le

 o
n

 y
o

u
r 

A
d

ve
n

t 
w

re
at

h
 a

n
d

 
p

ra
y 

to
ge

th
er

 f
o

r 
fa

m
ili

es
 in

 n
e

ed
.  

 1
8

   
Fo

rg
iv

e 
so

m
eo

n
e 

w
h

o
 h

as
 h

u
rt

 y
o

u
. P

la
n

 
ti

m
e 

fo
r 

yo
u

r 
fa

m
ily

 t
o

 
re

ce
iv

e 
th

e 
Sa

cr
am

en
t 

o
f 

R
ec

o
n

ci
lia

ti
o

n
 b

ef
o

re
 

C
h

ri
st

m
as

. P
ra

y 
fo

r 
p

ea
ce

 
in

 p
la

ce
s 

in
 t

h
e 

M
is

si
o

n
s 

w
h

er
e 

th
er

e 
is

 c
o

n
fl

ic
t.
  

1
9

   
M

ak
e 

an
 M

C
A

 

d
o

n
at

io
n

 f
o

r 
ev

er
y 

cl
as

sr
o

o
m

 y
o

u
 e

n
te

r 
to

d
ay

. P
ra

y 
fo

r 
ch

ild
re

n
 

w
h

o
 a

re
 n

o
t 

ab
le

 t
o

 g
o

 
to

 s
ch

o
o

l b
ec

au
se

 t
h

ey
 

h
av

e 
to

 w
o

rk
. 

2
0

   
P

ra
y 

a 
d

ec
ad

e 
o

f 
th

e 
W

o
rl

d
 M

is
si

o
n

 
R

o
sa

ry
 f

o
r 

fa
m

ili
e

s 
in

 
th

e 
A

m
er

ic
as

.  
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

  
C

o
lo

r 
th

e 
   

   
   

   
   

   
  

re
d

 b
ea

d
s 

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

 
o

n
 y

o
u

r 
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

 
W

o
rl

d
 M

is
si

o
n

   
   

   
   

  
R

o
sa

ry
. 

2
1

   
 A

t 
ea

ch
 m

ea
l 

to
d

ay
, t

h
in

k 
ab

o
u

t 
 

th
o

se
 w

h
o

 a
re

 h
u

n
gr

y 
an

d
 in

 n
ee

d
 o

f 
fo

o
d

 a
n

d
 

sh
el

te
r,

 in
 y

o
u

r 
ar

ea
 

an
d

 h
al

f 
a 

w
o

rl
d

 a
w

ay
. 

Sk
ip

 d
es

se
rt

 o
r 

sn
ac

k 
an

d
 

m
ak

e 
a 

d
on

at
io

n 
to

 M
C

A
.  

2
2

   
 S

p
en

d
 t

im
e 

w
it

h
 a

 

lo
ve

d
 o

n
e 

in
st

ea
d

 o
f 

w
at

ch
in

g 
TV

 o
r 

p
la

yi
n

g 
vi

d
eo

 g
am

e
s.

  

2
3

   
 C

o
n

d
u

ct
 a

n
 

“A
d

ve
n

t 
cl

ea
n

in
g

” 
o

f 
yo

u
r 

h
o

m
e.

 C
o

lle
ct

 
cl

o
th

es
, t

o
ys

, a
n

d
 

h
o

u
se

h
o

ld
 g

o
o

d
s 

yo
u

 
n

o
 lo

n
ge

r 
u

se
. D

o
n

at
e 

th
em

 t
o

 p
eo

p
le

 in
 

n
ee

d
. 

2
4

   
Fo

u
rt

h
 S

u
n

d
ay

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
 o

f 
A

d
ve

n
t 

 
R

ea
d

 a
b

o
u

t 
Je

su
s’

 b
ir

th
 

M
att

h
ew

 1
:1

8
-2

5
 w

it
h

 
yo

u
r 

fa
m

ily
.  

   
   

   
   

   
   

 
Se

t 
u

p
 y

o
u

r 
 

C
h

ri
st

m
as

 
cr

èc
h

e.
 

 2
5

  H
ap

p
y 

B
ir

th
d

ay
 

   
   

  J
es

u
s!

 
C

el
eb

ra
te

 t
h

e 
B

ir
th

 o
f 

th
e 

C
h

ri
st

 C
h

ild
 b

y 
jo

yf
u

lly
 t

h
an

ki
n

g 
G

o
d

 
fo

r 
th

e 
gr

ea
t 

gi
ft

 H
e 

h
as

 
gi

ve
n

 y
o

u
—

th
e 

gi
ft

 o
f 

H
is

 S
o

n
.  

2
6

   
St

. S
te

p
h

en
, t

h
e 

Fi
rs

t 
M

ar
ty

r.
 M

ar
ty

r 
m

ea
n

s 
“w

it
n

e
ss

” 
   

   
   

   
   

   
in

 G
re

ek
. W

e 
   

   
   

   
 

ar
e 

ca
lle

d
 t

o
 b

e 
   

   
   

   
  

w
it

n
es

se
s 

fo
r 

   
   

   
   

   
   

  
JE

SU
S.

 H
o

w
 c

an
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

  
I b

e 
a 

“w
it

n
es

s”
 t

o
d

ay
? 

2
7

   
D

o
 a

 h
o

u
se

h
o

ld
 

ch
o

re
 t

o
d

ay
,  

w
it

h
o

u
t 

 
b

ei
n

g 
as

ke
d

. 

2
8

   
M

ak
e 

a 
p

o
in

t 
to

 

h
u

g 
ev

er
yo

n
e 

in
 y

o
u

r 
fa

m
ily

 t
o

d
ay

. P
ra

y 
fo

r 
a 

ch
ild

 in
 t

h
e 

M
is

si
o

n
s 

w
h

o
 m

ay
 n

o
t 

fe
el

 
lo

ve
d

, a
n

d
 p

ra
y 

th
at

 a
 

M
is

si
o

n
ar

y 
re

ac
h

es
 h

im
 

o
r 

h
er

 w
it

h
 G

o
d

’s
 lo

ve
. 

 

2
9

   
   

P
ra

y 
a 

d
ec

ad
e 

o
f 

   

   
   

   
th

e 
W

o
rl

d
 M

is
si

o
n

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

  R
o

sa
ry

 f
o

r 
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

 
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

fa
m

ili
es

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
liv

in
g 

in
   

   
   

   
O

ce
an

ia
. C

o
lo

r 
th

e 
b

lu
e 

b
ea

d
s 

o
n

 y
o

u
r 

W
o

rl
d

 
M

is
si

o
n

 R
o

sa
ry

. 

3
0

   
Fe

as
t 

o
f 

th
e 

H
o

ly
 

Fa
m

ily
  S

ay
 a

 p
ra

ye
r 

fo
r 

yo
u

r 
fa

m
ily

 a
n

d
 a

ll 
th

ey
 d

o
 f

o
r 

yo
u

, a
n

d
 

o
n

e 
fo

r 
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
fa

m
ili

es
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

ar
o

u
n

d
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
th

e 
w

o
rl

d
.  

  
20

17
 A

D
V

EN
T 

&
 C

H
R

IS
TM

A
S 

 C
A

LE
N

D
A

R
 

   
fo

r 
M

is
si

o
n

ar
y 

C
h

ild
re

n
 a

n
d

 F
am

ili
e

s 
   V

is
it

 m
ca

@
ar

ch
p

h
ila

.o
rg

 f
o

r 
m

o
re

 A
d

ve
n

t 
p

ra
ye

rs
 &

 a
ct

iv
it

ie
s 

 

A
r

ch
d

io
ce

se
 o

f 
P

h
il

a
d

el
ph

ia
 

http://phillymissions.org/our-work/youth-in-mission/advent/advent-wreath-prayers/
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Missionary    
Children in  
Cuba go door to 
door talking 
with people 
about Jesus and 
evangelizing the 
two generations 
of Cubans that 
were raised 
without religion 
under the  
communist  
regime. 

On the Feast of the Epiphany, Missionary Children 
throughout Europe travel through their neighborhoods 
dressed as the Three Kings, singing Christmas carols, 

and collecting MCA 
donations.  

MCA members help children in  
Papua New Guinea learn about the 
Catholic faith, attend school, and get 
access to clean water and medical care. 

Sacrifices of MCA members 
provide clean water, health care, 
and education to children in the 

Lodwar Diocese in Kenya. 

MCA supports schools and  
religious education programs in 
India, where just about 2% of 
the population is Christian. 
These girls from different tribal 
groups attend a boarding school 
run by the Sisters of Charity in 
the Diocese of Agartala.    

What is the World Mission Rosary?  
In 1951, Venerable Archbishop Fulton J. Sheen created the World Mission Rosary as a way to pray for missionaries and 
the people they serve. Each colored decade represents a different area of the world where Missionaries continue to share 
the “Good News” of Jesus. To pray each decade of the World Mission Rosary, think about the children below in the part 
of world the colored bead represents as you announce each mystery. GREEN symbolizes the forests and grasslands of 
AFRICA.  BLUE is for the ocean around the ISLANDS OF THE PACIFIC. WHITE stands for EUROPE, home of our Holy 
Father. RED shows the fire of faith brought to the AMERICAS by Missionaries and YELLOW is for ASIA, where the 
sun rises first. 
 

Color or make a check, star or mark on the beads of the World Mission Rosary as you pray your Hail Mary for children 
in the Missions.  

Archdiocese of Philadelphia 
Learn more about Missionaries and 
their work www.phillymissions.org/youth in mission 

http://phillymissions.org/about-us/support/world-mission-sunday/world-mission-rosary/
http://phillymissions.org/about-us/support/world-mission-sunday/world-mission-rosary/


     Epiphany Door Blessing   20+C+M+B+18    
This is an ancient blessing in the Catholic tradition that transcends cultures and continents. Legend says that the 
“chalked” letters correspond to the initials of the 3 Magi: Caspar, Melchior and Balthasar [German spelling]. 
More importantly, they abbreviate the Latin phrase Christus mansionem benedicat -- “Christ bless this house.” 
The year 2018 is divided by the letters to show that we must keep Jesus at the center of our lives daily, wherever 
we go when we cross the marked door’s threshold. The four crosses signify the four corners of the world to 
which we, the baptized, are to proclaim the Gospel.  Write the letters on the main doorway in your home with 
chalk or make a sign.   Share this idea with your relatives and family—could be a start of a new tradition. 

Leader: The Lord be with you. 
All: And with you spirit. 
Leader: May Christ dwell in this home and give peace to 
all who enter. 
All: Amen. 

Leader:    A Reading from the Gospel of Matthew                    
                  [Mt 2:1-12] 
All: Praise to You, Lord Jesus Christ. 

Leader: Let us Pray:                                                                               
The Son of God made his home among us. With thanks 
and praise let us call upon Him. Lord Jesus Christ, with 
Mary and Joseph you formed the Holy Family: Remain in 
our home, that we may share You with our families.                 
We pray to the Lord.  
All:  Lord, hear our prayer. 

Leader:  Lord Jesus, you had no place to lay your head, 
but in the spirit of poverty accepted the hospitality of 
your friends; grant that through our help the homeless                  
of the world may obtain proper housing.                                         
We pray to the Lord. 
All:  Lord, hear our prayer. 

Leader: Lord Jesus Christ, the three kings presented their 
gifts to you in praise and adoration: grant that those living 
in this house may use their talents and abilities to spread 
Your Good News to others, even to the ends of the earth. 
We pray to the Lord. 
All: Lord, hear our prayer. 

Leader: Oh God, You once used a star to lead wise ones 
to Your Son. May the light of Christ guide us to recognize 
Him in each other each and every day. As we cross this 
threshold for work, study or play, remind us of our true 
purpose in life—to love Your people, to do Your will and 
to lead others to You. May all who enter through this 
door find Your love and hospitality in us and may we               
continue to search for You in the face of every guest. 
All: Amen 

Leader chalks/places the sign of letters above the doorway. 

Leader: May Christ dwell with us, keep us from harm 
and make us one in mind and heart, now and forever.  
We pray for this and all good things in the name of Jesus 
Christ, true King of our home. 
All: Amen 

January 2017 MCA Calendar and Epiphany Door Blessing for Missionary Children & Families   

    If your Principal or DRE is not collecting MCA donations, please send your family’s Advent/Christmas Offering to  
Missionary Childhood Association, Archdiocese of Philadelphia * 222 N. 17th Street * Philadelphia, PA 19103 

www.phillymissions.org             215-587-3945            mca@archphila.org  

Sunday  Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

12/31   Pick a 

spot on each                    
continent. Mark 
the New Year at 
their local time 
with a Hail Mary 
for children there. 

1/1 Solemnity 
of Mary, the 
Holy Mother of 
God  Go to Mass 
on the First Day 
of the New Year! 
Resolve to be a 
Missionary by 
your words,            
actions & prayers 
this year.   

2  Welcome the 
New Year! How 
can you continue 
your Mission of 
praying for and 
helping children, 
just like you, 
through MCA in 
2018? Make a list 
and share it with 
others.  

3   Clean water 
isn’t always   
nearby in the 
Missions. Make a 
donation to MCA 
for every faucet 
in your house. 

4   St. Elizabeth 
Ann Seton, the 
first U.S.-born 
Saint, learned 
about the Catholic 
faith from friends. 
How do your 
friends learn 
about Jesus 
through you? 

5 & 6   January 6 is the traditional 
date of the Epiphany, the 12th Day 
of Christmas [as counted from              
December 26th]. To celebrate the 
Epiphany, Missionary  
Children throughout  
Europe dress as the  
Three Kings, sing  
Christmas carols and    
collect MCA  
donations in their neighborhoods.  

7   Epiphany of    

Our Lord                   
celebrated today 
in the U.S. 

8   Baptism of Our Lord   On this Feast, bring your family together to retell the stories of each person’s baptism.  

                 Remember, we are all called to be Missionaries, by virtue of our Baptism. Pope Francis reminds us,                            
                 “In the full range of the Church’s Missionary activity, all the faithful are called to live their baptismal                      
                   commitment to the fullest.”     



Pray  

for the  

children of 

El Salvador 

Celebrating the Birth of Jesus in the Missions 
 

Children bring to life the birth of Jesus in Nativity plays in India and Africa. 

 

  

 

MCA Member in the                  
parish of Nossa Senhora       
Aparecida in Zouk Mikael,                    
Lebanon, prepare a                               
welcome for Baby Jesus. 

Making tulle flowers for a Christmas                                       
Festival in Vietnam. 

Playing games at a village-wide Christmas                            
Celebration in Cambodia. 


